
Review of Blood Tokoloshe by Nodumo Nyawose     

As the first tokoloshe film produced in South Africa and shot in Orange Farm, blood 

tokoloshe is an intriguing low budget film that will definitely keep you on the edge of your 

seat. The film is centred around the young man Mthunzi (Msimbithi Mahamba), an ambitious 

businessman who wants to garner wealth and success at all costs. His ambition and drive for 

wealth soon leads him to consult with a sangoma that gives him unthinkable instructions to 

follow, that will connect him to the tokoloshe that will bring him his sought after wealth. 

Propelled by his hunger he follows the instructions but not thoroughly, as his greed for 

money, women and power engulfs him he finds himself in a gruesome situation. By 

completely disregarding the conditions the sangoma told him would hinder his success and 

wealth, he leaves the community vulnerable to the violent rampage of the tokoloshe. The 

monster is out to punish him for his carelessness and greed by killing every woman who has 

been involved with him, including his current love interest.                           

The film has a very interesting but simple storyline that makes the film easy to follow, but at 

the same time maintains the film’s mystery. Even though it is a thrilling horror it has its 

humorous moments, which makes it a worthwhile watch. The cinematography and special 

effects in the film are very impressive and get an 'A' for effort. If this is the future of South 

African film then we are heading in the right direction with such films as Blood Tokoloshe. 

On why he chose to do a film on tokoloshe which is such a taboo subject that belongs to 

African mythology producer Pascale Schmitz replied "It has never been done before in South 

Africa, it should not remain a taboo and it was done so that we could explore African 

mythology whilst doing something that would be commercially viable and that people would 

enjoy". Director John Harland reveals how they had to consult with a real sangoma with 

regards the myth and to portray events as accurately as possible. All the research undergone 

to put this film together is applaudable as it all appears authentic. This is definitely a film to 

watch but it is to be noted that some content in the film is not suitable for viewers who are 

under the age of sixteen.                                                   


